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Of the school museums in Kansas and elsewhere, the Plymouth Stone School has to rank
in the top five. This is due to a combination of programming, physical facility and
setting, special collections, and administration.
PROGRAMMING:
The programming that centers on the multi-media production, "Our Educational
Heritage on the Great Plains," appears more than adequate for the geographic region of
western Kansas. It is good that the programming is available on demand to tourists,
community groups, college education classes, a,nd especially school children in the Hays
area.
PROGRAMMING SUGGESTION:
The multi-media presentation, while needing no major revisions, should be updated
electronically to be placed on one-half inch videotape. This would then require the
purchase of television and VCR equipment. However, this would make the production
much more fail-safe. It could also then be shown at locations other than the stone
school museum.
A second programming suggestion is that a specific year, say 1890 or 1900, needs to be
selected for the living history portion of the programming. All items in the schoolhouse
and materials used in the presentation could then be themed more clearly and
authentically.
Following the second suggestion, the third thing to do programmatically is to hold a
meeting with the Hays School District and other frequent user districts to determine a
grade level to theme the living history presentations, possible fourth or fifth grades.
This would not preclude other grades and teachers using the facility. However, it would

possibly lead to every student in the district(s) having the opportunity to participate in
an important educational and historical situation planned especially for them.
A last programming suggestion is to never forget the anniversaries of the restoration
and dedication. The tenth year was not celebrated, for example. The fifteenth year is
coming up in 1994. It could be a big event tied to Parent's Day, Homecoming, or stand
alone as its own event. Also, anniversaries tied to the year the school was first built, is
an alternative. Special occasions should be emphasized as often as possible to open the
school to the various university publics. American Education Week and Kansas Day are
"natural" times to showcase the Plymouth Stone School and to reaffirm the University's
commitment to this endeavor.
PHYSICAL FACILITY AND SETTING:
The beauty of the setting of this school museum is perhaps unequaled in Kansas,
although several museums have their own unique settings. The stone school, made of
native postrock limestone, matches the other university buildings. Being on the banks of
Big Creek in a walnut grove is quite pleasing. The care in restoration and the use of
steel reinforced waffle-crete for the superstructure means that the building will survive
forever (with an occasional re-roofing every thirty years or so). The most valuable
artifact in the building is the Round Oak Pot Bellied Stove, valued between $2500 to
$4000. It certainly is the best large model Round Oak Stove in any of the school
museums that I have seen.
FACILITY SUGGESTIONS:
The 37 star American flag should be prominently displayed at all times in the school.
Another 50 star flag could be purchased for flying on the outside of the building on the
rather unique flagpole. A water bucket, dipper, and cup, along with a coal hod need to
be purchased for the effects of the school museum. A classroom set of "new" individual
slate boards needs to be purchased (probably from a discount store).
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS:
The school textbooks, many of which are rare or hard to find are very special. The fact
that they have been cataloged by the main university library and lab eled as a special
collection and then placed on the NOTIS system that makes them available to scholars
around the world is unique and commendable. The nearly 200 oral histories of western
Kansas one-room school teachers and the 20 Kansas Master Teacher videotaped
interviews are important additions to the sf hool museum. These projects should
definitely be continued and should receive more regional and national publicity.
The traveling Kansas educational history trunk, designed by Sandi Miller and Diane
Kaufman, is also a very creative endeavor. It should be continued to be available to
elementary classroom in the area.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS SUGGESTIONS:
Classroom sets of readers, arithmetic books, and spellers indigenous to the year selected
for living history programming should be purchased for the school. Reprinted copies
are now available of McGuffey's readers and spellers, along with Ray's Arithmetic
books. All rare textbooks should be kept under lock and key. The easiest way would be
to build doors of wire mesh for the existing bookshelves, such wire mesh doors would be
historically acceptable. A school master's outfit should be included in the history trunk
along with the school marm's outfit. When not on loan, the outfits could and should be
worn by the living history presenter at the Plymouth school house.
ADMINISTRATION:
It is rather unique among school museum curators to have an individual who has both a
history and education background. That should be an advantage of the Plymouth Stone
School Museum. It is apparent that the school restoration project was a labor of Jove
for the director and the Phi Delta Kappa group at Fort Hays State University. It is also
good that the Plymouth School is ultimately overseen by the endowment association of
the university.

ADMINISTRATION SUGGESTION:
While an affiliation with the F.H.S.U. museums might have some advantages and,
perhaps, should be reviewed, the Plymouth School museum most certainly belongs in the
framework of the College of Education, as long as it receives both moral and budgetary
support.
Because of the cost of items suggested elsewhere in this report and because of future
projected repair costs, efforts should be made lo establish a sizeable contingency fund
through the endowment association. Plans for memorial gifts or other donations should
be investigated.
The director should be allowed some released time, equivalent to two or three credit
hours every semester or second semester, to take full charge of the university museum
and to operate it properly. There is obviously enough work for an assistant director as
well, with well over 1000 visitors each year, and work on special collections. If Fort
Hays State University .wants to retain its legitimate leadershi'p role relative to the
education profession and school museums, the Plymouth Stone School director should be
encouraged to publish scholarly works in this area, give professional presentations, as
well as coordinate the local programming. An assistant might be someone hired to work
the living history programs by being on-call when the programs are scheduled. Or, the
assistant might be a fulltime graduate assistant assigned to the director. The graduate
assistant would not necessarily have to be an education major. He or she could easily be
a history or communications major, for example.

At this point in time, because the school museum is well run, it appears there is no need
to establish a board of directors, although it is customary in many of the school
m~seums to have an advisory board of from three to five members. This might be an
advantage when soliciting money from alumni and other endowment sources.
SUMMARY:
The Plymouth Stone School ranks in the top three or four of the nearly thirty such one
room school museums in the State of Kansas. It also outshines its nearest out-of-state
competitors at Burlington, Colorado; Minden, Nebraska; and Perry, Oklahoma. The
building and facility are favorably comparable to the museums at the Kansas State
Historical Society in Topeka, the Lanesfield School at Gardner which is operated by the
Johnson County Historical Society, and the one room school at Emporia State
University. It is one of four stone schools being used as museums at the present time-three of which have been totally or partially restored or reconstructed and are in
excellent condition. It is in excellent condition, in good repair, and very well kept.
Attention has been paid to historical accuracy in the recreation of the school. The
furniture and artifacts needed to "tell the story" of the one room school are equal to
any in the State with a couple of minor exceptions and the multi-media presentation is
in a class by itself. Only Johnson County and Emporia State have slide presentations
that are remotely comparable. The "traveling trunk" for field presentations is also used
by the Kansas State Historical Museum and the Johnson County museum and is an
excellent program. The Plymouth Stone School trunk would be strengthened by the
addition of a man's long coat, vest, and a cravat or tie.
The collection of historical volumes representative of old school texts is as good as any in
the State. It was a pleasant surprise to discover: that these historical volumes had been
cataloged with the university collection for use by researchers and university scholars as
well as lay users. Only the Little Red School at Beloit tries to operate in any way as a
library collection. The directorship of the Plymouth Stone School is in the capable
hands o'ra person trained in the history of education--one of only two such directors in
the state. The setting of the school is attractive and centrally located for use by
university groups and classes as well as near parking for use by off-groups (including
school children). The present volume of visitors (in excess of one thousand a year) is
both a compliment. to the quality of the facility and the recognized value of the
experience of visiting Plymouth Stone School and a source for possible future concern:
The building and its contents are bearing up rather well under such heavy traffic. This
facility is, however, by its very nature--a hands-on museum. This means that in time
items will wear out and get broken. Antiques are difficult to find and expensive to
replace. Money for maintenance, repair, and replacement becomes an important
consideration. The actual amount of spendable dollars per year does not have to be
large, because monies not spent in a given year should carry over to succeeding year, if
the funds were part of the endowment association.
The director, Dr. Allan Miller, must be commended for his work in locating, moving,
rebuilding, furnishing, and creating a fine historical and educational facility that is

among the finest in the state if not the nation. His commitment to the one room school
museum concept is exemplary and his work ranks as authentic and valued "research
and creative expression" worthy of any university setting. When one considers all
aspects of the Plymouth Stone School, this museum is quite likely the finest one in the
State. Fort Hays State University, its College of Education, Phi Delta Kappa, and the
Garvey foundation as well as all others who have contributed to its development can be
justifiably proud of the Plymouth Stone School. It is a valuable historical, cultural, and
educational addition to the University, the city of Hays, western Kansas, and to the State
of Kansas.
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